


P erhaps you’ve wondered on occasion if your 

donations, prayers and acts of Christian 

service at Chattanooga Rescue Mission are 

making a lasting impact in people’s lives. I hope this 

story will answer that concern.
	 Her name is Julie. For 30 years she lived the life 

of a drunkard. Her life was not only out of control. 

It stayed out of control. All Julie cared 
about was the bottle. Family didn’t 
matter. God didn’t matter. Nothing 
mattered but the bottle.
	 Well, this morning, in one of 
our addiction classes, Julie made a 
comment about her progress. With 
tears rolling down her cheeks she 
told me, “I’ve now had six months of 
sobriety after 30 years of being drunk. How I thank God for this Mission.”

	 Julie knows what darkness is all about. She understands what it’s like 

to live in a pit of despair. Now she’s also learning the truth from scripture 

that says . . . where sin abounds grace does all the more abound. Julie is no 

stranger to a destructive lifestyle. But now she’s coming face to face with 

God’s unconditional love. 

Julie is just one of hundreds you are helping

	 Multiply Julie’s story by the hundreds and you start to catch a glimpse 

of what your generous gifts and faithful prayers mean to people who’ve lost 

their way. 
	 You don’t need to be told our economy is in turmoil. Never in recent 

history has there been more anxiety and concern among the American 

people. I also know that you have been impacted greatly by this downturn.

	 But you still remain faithful as you remember the poor, the homeless 

and the addicted. Thank you for doing the right thing. Thank you for 

giving folks like Julie a safe place to know God and a safe haven to start life 

anew. This makes you a special friend of Chattanooga Rescue Mission . . . 

and I thank you for your support from the bottom of my heart.

	 Please pray we’ll have godly wisdom to counsel and help direct the 

lives of those who come through our doors. And please . . . come pay us a 

visit. You are always welcome at Chattanooga Rescue Mission – not only 

during the summer months, but every day of the year.

	 	 Your servant to the needy,

		  Dale Grisso, Director of Men’s Discipleship Ministries

An Encouraging Word from Dale Grisso

Director of Men’s Discipleship Ministries

You are walking in the shoes of Jesus when 
you touch the lives of the homeless this summer in Chattanooga

T  hese are exciting days at the 
Chattanooga Rescue Mission!  
Let us update you on what has 

happened and what we anticipate. In May 
of 2007, we were approached by the owners 
of the former Senter School. They explained how 
their building (located on Holtzclaw Avenue at the 
corner of Main Street) would soon become available, and  
said that they wanted it to be used in the work of the Lord. 

Local Groups Aid in the Move 
	 Three local foundations provided the necessary funds and we 
were able to purchase the building in November of 2008. Thanks 
to the generosity of Komatsu, workers were made available to 
get the building cleaned out in January of this year. By March, we 
were able to finalize agreements with an architect and contractor 
in preparation for the renovation. Following were inspections by 
the fire marshal and city codes people. Then began the long task of 
getting all the construction documents, and approval from the city 
fathers. We are just now ready to get to construction in earnest.

Pray for God’s Wisdom 
	 We would ask that you earnestly hold us up in prayer regarding 
this endeavor. The former Senter School (originally Woodland Park 
Baptist Church) was a classic building for its day. It is our desire 
to exploit the natural beauty of its stone masonry. We envision 
a building that will be aesthetically appealing, comfortable and 
accessible even for our handicapped guests, in addition to being 
spacious and safe for all. Please pray for wisdom as decisions are 
made day by day. There will be plenty of work for volunteers 
as time goes by. We plan to do all the painting and light tasks 
ourselves. When the week comes for our move in the Fall, we will 
need an abundance of laborers. 

Knowing You Will Help 
	 If the Lord lays it upon your heart, we would ask that you give 
toward this relocation. An older building such as this can present 
challenges when one considers the requirements of today’s codes. 
The possibility for cost overruns or delays looms large in such a 
project. We have stepped out by faith, and are trusting God to meet 
the financial requirements. We do not have the funds in our budget 
or in escrow for this task. This means that we need to raise at 
least $250,000, and that right quickly, in order to reach our goal of 
entering this new facility debt-free. The increased demand for our 
services has made it clear that there is a need for our expansion. 
We are counting on our donors to make it a possibility. Please help 
with as generous a gift as possible.

“The Christian faith is all about going where Jesus would go and doing what Jesus would do.”

“At the Mission there’s no fluff. 

No pretense. No façade. It’s just 

raw human need meeting a 

compassionate Savior.”

A woman was watching the distribution of used 
clothing to homeless people. Suddenly she found 
herself wondering what would it be like to walk about 

in another’s shoes? Then it occurred to her: that’s what the 
Christian faith is all about. It’s about walking in another’s 
shoes — the shoes of Jesus. Christianity is all about going 
where Jesus would go and doing what Jesus would do. It’s 
about being Jesus in today’s world.
	 So the question to us is how comfortable are we  
walking in Jesus’ shoes? Where do those shoes pinch the  
most? One thing is certain. Your caring for the homeless, 
hungry and hurting in our community is evidence of  
your desire to walk in the shoes of Jesus through your 
earnest prayers, selfless service and financial gifts.

Homelessness is not taking a summer vacation  
in Chattanooga
	 You have been a loyal friend during the recent holiday 
months. Thank you. We’re now approaching the summer 
months and we need your prayers and support as much now 
as during any season of the year.
	 To send your gift to help residents like Robert remain 
strong in his Christian walk, please use the remit slip 
enclosed. You may also give your summertime gift online  
at www.chattanoogarescuemission.org. God bless you for 
providing hope and spiritual comfort to people in need in 
our community.

CRM Is Moving!


