


process, one that is typically not without

some setbacks. One of the things that
motivates us to keep on going is the promise of
Isaiah 55:11: So shall my word be that goeth forth
out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
In our situation, this verse means that the battle for
sobriety is not necessarily over just because there
was a relapse. As a matter of fact, o en the failures
work to move people into a greater victory.

Take George as an example. We had such high hopes for him. He

R ecovery from alcohol or drug usage is a slow
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“Sometimes people on Lt had every sign of spiritual victory.  en a temptation came into his life,
outside think the Mission and he le the program. He quickly returned and asked that we break
. |2 bed the policy demanding a waiting period before one can come back into
is only about a meal, 2 the program. A er struggling with the decision, it seemed best to honor
and some warm clothes. But the policy, even though it looked like it might close the door for him

ever having recovery. Never underestimate God!

About a year later, George was hanging around out front. “He’s
surely horribly relapsed” was my thought. To my surprise, he was
waiting to see me so that he could thank me for not letting him back in.
He said that forced him to make some right decisions in his life. He had
a job and was pursuing his dream of medical training. He had stayed
clean the whole period, and attributed it to the things we had taught
him. Indeed, it is never over when God is at work. He can take what
appears to be our losses and turn them into victories.

we’re much more than tha 7

A Place of Hope and Help

n acold November a ernoon, an older

lady appeared on the doorstep. She was

wearing only a sweater — no cap or gloves,
nocoat. e temperature was dropping. She was in
her eighties. As she shivered inmy o ce, | asked
about her bags. She had none. She was wearing all
that she owned.

Because there are many generous people around the Chattanooga
area, our closet was well stocked. We found a long coat, along with
slacks, sweat shirts, even a pair of warm shoes. Gloves, a cap and scarf
completed her stack of supplies. e next need was for a good, hot
meal. She eagerly accepted this also.

Many of those who come to us lack su  cient clothing. We are so
thankful to be able to care for their physical needs and to show the love
of God. And each time, we give thanks for our supporters who enable
us to supply the needs of the poor.

The finest Christmas gift is not the one that costs the most money,
but the one that carries the most love.

us The Christian faith is founded upon a well attested
sober fact of history; that quietly, but with deliberate
purpose, God Himself has visited this little planet.  ank
you for giving us the privilege of sharing this Savior of
the world with so many needy people during the recent
summer months. We hope you realize how important —
how absolutely vital — your gi s are to help bring hope
and healing to struggling souls who come to our doors.
Your donations provide nourishing food, warm
shelter, clean clothes and an atmosphere that is lled
with the love of a living God. You blanket the poor
with love. Your donations help us demonstrate God'’s
amazing grace to those who had given up all hope.

The English writer and theologian J. B. Phillips reminds

Help us share the Christ of Christmas
During the coming holiday season, we need your
strong nancial support more than ever before. As you can
imagine, all our costs for operating the Mission are
increasing. Food is more expensive. e cost of
utilities is on the increase. Sta must be paid and
services to the needy must continue. At the same
time, growing numbers of needy folks continue
to come to us for physical and spiritual help.
To respond to people’s physical and spiritual needs
right now, please use the enclosed remit slip and mail it
to us today. You may also donate by visiting us online at
www.chattanoogarescuemission.com. ank you for
touching so many lives through your generous giving.



